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SUBJECT: THE {IRST ~ TROOP ORGANIZED UNDER 

THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

Years ago, when I took charge of registrations, I had rather considerable 
inquiries a.bout claims for the organization of th .~;.f.~~t ;,Tropp. 

Arter several years of experience with these inquiries and claims, I 
came to the conclusion that it was not possible from any accepted record to 
determine which was the first Troop. My impression is 1;hat the Troop ma.king 
the best showing towards this claim was the Troop··1n· the -Y.M.O;A~ it _; 

'Springi'iel.d, r;but there is no indication that there was _not some other Troop 
organized back there whose tenure did not contillue long enough for them to 
make a cl.aim that would get into the picture,with which I had to deal, of 
Troops organized in 1921 or prior. 

It was my conclusion that it was impossible to make a definite decision 
as to the first Troop. As a matter of fact, there are Troops still in 
existence that were organized as Troops before the Boy ::icouts of America 
was organized. Stanley Harrisswas one of these. ~fI·would av()id¼a.ll attempts 
'to make this ·a~~;.!1?!?1:1 .• n<?:w, .-.~:!i.;~ )!~l~ ~~~. ·.it ,<?1~~7~it~o~':cti6i ( jf.1$~··:.~.~A 
·,Troops reaching . their _ -~tieth ·•Anniv~rsary· _;m 1940. that · ~o·_:evidence. ~ ;.;.;,i 

·comiecticm ' with .. them gives . them ,my basis for claim o.f ·being organized .before ..• 
. ... • . • - .... • ' . • : • ~:,., •' • . ,, . .. • .. . . . • ~- ·· . •. • ..... , :rt!\;,.,-.. ••t. ►.:-Y.•i''- ' 

or after any other Troop in that year, as the records ·a.re not of suff:fo1.ent .. 
weight or lmown i:re_eHPnte~ to serve as final evidence.· • 

..A.ec.u-~e,:r__ r 




